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SOME LESSONS THE WAR IS TEACHING 
THE CHURCH 

The war is teaching the church how a great cause dignifies com- 
mon tasks. A new perspective always threatens life's routine. 
Heroism sets new standards. There are so many duties that are 
humdrum that we are tempted to slight them. When the youth 
of the nation is offering its life for the common good, dish-washing 
and keeping accounts, church-going and Sunday-school lessons 
seem commonplace. 

But these duties may be all treated as a part of a great Cause. 
The war helps us see this. The daily routine of a camp, the cease- 
less drill, the long hikes, are all a part of men's service to the nation. 
They get dignity, not alone because they make men efficient for 
battle, but also because they are themselves service. 

We have talked of serving God in small duties. Now we realize 
more than before just what such appeals really mean. They dis- 
cipline us for a great Cause. 
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The war is teaching us how we may better co-operate for the 
common good. The women of the nation are uniting in Red Cross 
service. They see the connection of such homely matters as knitting 
and bandage-making with a great Cause. They work incessantly 
together because they are spurred by the sense of a common need. 

Cannot the church make us feel the pressure of persistent needs 
like those the Red Cross supplies ? Is not the obligation to relieve 
the miseries of peace as great as that to relieve the miseries of war ? 
If the need of social service were made immediate, Christian hands 
and hearts would be always busy. For needs are not measured 
by crises alone. They cease to be spurs when they are taken as a 
matter of course. 
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Let the church learn to bring humanity as near to human hearts 
as the war has brought soldiers. 
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The war is teaching us the meaning of sacrifice for duty and 
ideals. 

Who has not been startled and sobered by the new meanings 
that have been found in familiar words? Fathers and mothers 
who have forced back tears when bidding their boys farewell; wives 
who have let husbands go to camps; young men who have aban- 
doned office and factory to make their lives into a nation's wall of 
defense — what depths of meaning have they not found in words 
like Nation, Democracy, and Sacrifice ? 

Such experiences will not leave us the same men and women. 
If the church does not appeal to such stirrings of our deeper selves, 
it will be unworthy of the world that now is in the making. 

We must realize the gravitation of a great Cause if we are to 
sacrifice comfort and smug content. 

Religion must not be a palliative. It must stir the sort of 
moral discontent that leads men to die. 

A religion that is sublimated selfishness made respectable by 
being made transcendental, may survive the war, but there will 
be too many recollections of the joy of real sacrifice for it to be 
significant. 
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Is the church learning the lessons this stern teacher gives ? 

Christian individuals at least are learning. Can they stir their 
church organizations to equal experiences ? 

We believe we can already see the answer. The church is 
awakening anew. Appeals for new consecration of wealth and 
labors abound. Seriousness and loyalty to Christ are more in 
evidence. 

But we must see more if we are not to see less. For a church 
that fails to make great emotions and ideals permanent is a church 
that is decadent. 



